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REPORT 27 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 
 

Two years ago this week we celebrated the 45th anniversary of our matric year and those who attended 
the reunion resolved to establish a bursary fund as a legacy of the SACS Class of 1969.    
 
A month ago a smaller gathering took place of all the classmates who were able to attend at Trevor 
Fish’s offices in Ottery.  It was a privilege to share what has been achieved as well as the challenges 
we face, but particularly the really very positive  experience with our first SACS 1969 Trust 
beneficiary.  I was encouraged by the enthusiastic response and keen interest of the classmates present 
– and urged by my fellow trustees – to write to you and share both the news and the vibe. 
 
So I am writing not only to report on what has been achieved; and to thank all 
who have so generously contributed; but also, in particular, to 
introduce both the Trust’s website - please take a look at  
http://www.sacs1969trust.org – and a Facbook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/SACS.1969.Trust/ . There you will 
find information about the Trust and about  our first beneficiary, 
Hlumelo Ntweni (who is in Grade 8 this year) and his progress.   
 
For those who want a summary, I am delighted to report that,  
• In terms of the authority received from SARS the SACS 1969 

Trust has been issuing tax exemption certificates in terms of 
§18A of the Income Tax Act to all donors in SA; 

• to date, a total of more than R365 000 has been received 
(kickstarted by the R19 000 surplus from the 45th reunion 
augmented by contributions from 20 individuals, three of 
whom have given more than once), and we have more than 
R200 000 pledged in future contributions.  

• our first beneficiary:  Hlumelo Ntweni is in Grade 8 this year 
and living in Rosedale, whose Superintendent told Trevor Fish: 
“you’ve got a real gem in Hlumelo!”.  

• His mentor,  Tessa Smit of the Spirit Foundation, reported that 
Hlumelo is doing extremely well all round – his reports show he 
scored better than the grade average in several subjects,  average in others (including Maths) and 
acceptably close to the average in subjects like natural sciences, design and technology and 
English Home Language, where one would expect Hlumelo to have an initial deficit to make up.   

• Tessa set goals with Hlumelo for the mid-year exams in June (which a broken arm sustained in a 
rugby match prevented him from writing); and Hlumelo has, I think, shown courage and self-
awareness by asking if he could have some extra Maths lessons.  
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• Hlumelo has lived up to the promise he showed as a rugby player in primary school and has been 
a regular selection at hooker in the under 14A team (barring his spell of injury).  It gave me great 
pleasure, when I went to watch their recent  Away match v Wynberg, to see him follow up a 
SACS kick ahead,  pounce on the ball knocked on by the Wynberg three-quarter who spilled the 
catch - and storm over for a try near the posts, which led to a great victory! 

• Since our August gathering we have also received a “catch up” letter from Hlumelo, which you 
will find at http://www.sacs1969trust.org/catching-up-with-hlumelo/  This contains both a 
delightfully candid account of his experiences in Term 2, making friends, their rugby matches and 
their tour to Johannesburg in the mid-year vacation; and an unprompted expression of 
appreciation of the privilege and opportunity he has been given to be part of  the SACS family 
and his gratitude to all who have made it possible.    

 
The passing of two of our number in quick succession has made us all more conscious than before of 
the need to reconnect and rekindle old friendships – or make new ones - while we still can.  The 
spontaneous sharing of  (generally very amusing) reminiscences in emails following Brian Fish’s 
death prompted the thought that maybe a Facebook page, with its Comment facility, would be a good 
way to facilitate inclusive communication among members of the Class of ‘69.   
 
Unfortunately there are some chaps for whom we still don’t have email addresses. So we would also 
appreciate it if you would help us spread the word about what the Class of ‘69 is doing and what has 
been achieved already.   
 
Finally let me thank you once again for your generous support. I urge those who have not yet done so 
to join us in supporting this project, which will leave a lasting legacy of our entire year group at 
SACS.  We would like every one of us to be able to reflect with satisfaction, when (D.V.) we gather 
for our 50th Reunion, and we’re shown around the school by Hlumelo, on the fact that we have made a 
difference. So I encourage you to give as generously and as often as you can. 
 
With kind regards and very best wishes, until we meet again. 
 
 

 
Dirk Kemp 
for the Trustees 
The SACS ’69 Trust 
 

 


